
For More Information

RIVERS PROJECT OFFICE
301 Riverlands Way
West Alton, Missouri 63386

Phone: 1.888.899.2602

NATIONAL GREAT RIVERS MUSEUM
P.O. Box 337
Alton, Illinois 62002

Phone: 1.877.462.6979

Email: riversproject@mvs02.usace.army.mil
Website: www.mvs.usace.army.mil/Rivers

“The river is a
wonderful book

with a  new
story to tell
every day.” 

Mark Twain

Come and experience this vast and
marvelous national resource which
runs through the heart of North
America. Known as the “Father 
of Waters,” the Mississippi River
drains 32 US States and 2 Canadian
provinces. Near St. Louis, Missouri,
the US Army Corps of Engineers
Rivers Project manages 300 miles 
of the Mississippi River from Cairo,
Illinois to Saverton, Missouri and 
the lower 80 miles of the Illinois 
River covering nearly 100,000 acres 
of land and water. Come visit us 
and explore all that we have to offer.

finally a 9-ft channel in 1930. This last legislation also
authorized the building of the locks and dams on the
river in order to guarantee the 9-ft channel by means
other than narrowing and deepening the channel. 

Today, with a consistently deep and reliable channel
more than 90 million tons of commerce moves on the
river annually.

NINE-FOOT NAVIGATION CHANNEL HISTORY

Before 1866, the Mississippi River still possessed most
of its natural character. Trees lined its banks and cov-
ered its islands. Hundreds of sand islands came and
went. To steamboat pilots, the river was hazardous,
but for many the only means of transportation. 

As the Midwest’s population grew, pressure
mounted on Congress to make the

river into a predictable and reli-
able transportation route. In
1866, Congress authorized a
4-ft navigation channel, then
a 41/2-ft channel in 1878, a 

6-ft channel in 1907, and

Located along two scenic byways, the Rivers
Project is rich in recreational opportunities for
outdoor enthusiasts of all kinds. Whether you
like to boat, fish, hunt, hike, or watch wildlife
the Rivers Project area has something for you.
Please refer to the map on the opposite side for
the location of the public lands and river access
areas. 

STAIRWAYOFWATER
Minneapolis to St. Louis

Locks lift or lower vessels from one
pool level to another. Of the 29 locks
and dams on the Upper Mississippi
River, the Rivers Project is responsible
for 4 of them. Each lock and dam is
unique in its own way. 

Please call ahead if you plan to visit the locks to see
what services are available. Tours of the structure may
not be available at all times depending on security
requirements. Currently, tours are given daily at
Melvin Price Locks and Dam.

NATIONALGREATRIVERSMUSEUM

Located at the foot of Melvin Price Locks and Dam 
on the Illinois side of the Mississippi River near Alton,
Illinois, this museum urges you to get Connected to 
the River. Hands-on exhibits take you on a journey 
to explore the natural and cultural heritage of the
Mississippi River. Movie presentations and tours of 
the locks and dam are presented daily. Open 9:00am 
to 5:00pm daily. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and New Year’s. Free admission. Contact the museum 
at 1.877.462.6979 for more information.

RIVERLANDSMIGRATORY

BIRDSANCTUARY

Located adjacent to the Rivers
Project Office near West Alton,
Missouri, this area has been desig-
nated as an Important Bird Area by
the Audubon Society. Designed as a
flow-through wetland with controlled water
levels this area hosts an abundant array of waterfowl,
shorebirds, and raptors to delight birdwatchers of all
ages. January and February are especially busy with
eagle-watchers from near and far that enjoying 
viewing our national symbol.

Lock and Dam 24 at Clarksville, Missouri.
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R I V E R S  P R O J E C T  A R E A  M A P

Completed in 1940, this lock spans the river
near Clarksville, Missouri, and consists of
only one 600-ft lock for an average lift of 15
feet. This lock was the first one constructed
under the 9-ft channel project without roller
gates — a huge leap in lock and dam engi-
neering at the time. It has 15 tainter gates
that controls the flow of the mighty
Mississippi River.

Construction of Melvin Price Locks and 
Dam began in 1979 and was completed in
1994. Old Locks and Dam 26 was removed
beginning in 1990 when the main lock at
Melvin Price became operational. Melvin
Price Locks and Dam operates 2 lock cham-
bers — a 600-ft lock and a 1200-ft lock for
an average lift of 20-ft. Throughout its design
and construction, the Corps of Engineers
employed state-of-the-art computer-assisted
design, testing, and evaluation to create a
structure that represents the very best in 
river navigation control works.

Completed in 1953 near Granite City, Illinois, the twin locks at Lock 27 are
situated at the southern end of an 8.4-mile long, man-made canal. This last
downstream lock moves more cargo than any other navigation structure on 
the Mississippi River. After 1940, only a single obstacle prevented the safe and 
reliable operation of a 9-ft navigation channel — a 17-mile series of rock ledges
just North of St. Louis known
as the Chain of Rocks Reach.
The Corps of Engineers 
constructed the canal to
bypass the treacherous Chain
of Rocks Reach and then built
a low-water dam across the
main river channel to ensure
adequate pool depths.

M E L V I N  P R I C E  L O C K S  &  D A M

L O C K S  &  D A M  2 7

L O C K  &  D A M  2 4

This lock and dam went into operation in
1939 near Winfield, Missouri, and consists 
of one 600-ft lock for an average lift of 15
feet. It was equipped with 3 submersible 
roller gates and 14 submersible tainter gates.
At the time of construction, submersible gates
represented a marked improvement in that
they allowed for the almost unobstructed 
flow of floodwaters, ice and debris.

L O C K  &  D A M  2 5

USACE US Army Corps of Engineers 877-462-6979

USFWS US Fish & Wildlife Service 618-883-2524

IDNR Illinois Dept of Natural Resources 217-782-6752

MDC Missouri Department of Conservation 573-751-4115

MDNR Missouri Dept of Natural Resources 800-334-6946

IHPA Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 618-251-5811

MANAGING AGENCY PHONE NUMBER

1 Horseshoe Lake State Park X X X X X X IDNR
2 Roman Road Turnaround X USACE
3 Chain of Rocks Park X X X X IDNR
4 Dam 27 Access X X USACE
5 West Levee Access X X USACE
6 Canal Access X X X USACE
7 Lewis & Clark State Historic Site X X X X IHPA
8 Columbia Bottoms X X X X X X MDC
9 Jones Confluence State Park X X X X MDNR
10 Mel Price/NGRM/Illinois Esplanade X X X X X X USACE
11 Maple Island Access X L X X X USACE
12 Ellis Bay (Riverlands Way) X X X X X USACE
13 Alton River Park X X X X X X City of Alton
14 Ellis Island Access X X X X USACE
15 Teal Pond X L X X X USACE
16 Ellis Lake Access X X USACE
17 Lincoln Shields Rec. Area X L X X X X USACE
18 Alton Lake Access X L X X USACE
19 Alta Villa Access X L X USACE
20 Spatterdock Access X L X USACE
21 Dresser Island X L X X MDC
22 Piasa Creek Rec. Area X X X X X IDNR
23 Piasa Harbor Marina fee USACE-outgrant
24 Lockhaven Harbor Access fee USACE-outgrant
25 Hideaway Harbor X X X X X St. Charles Co.
26 Sherwood Harbor Marina fee X USACE-outgrant
27 Pohlmann Slough Access X L X X IDNR
28 Royal Landing Access X L X IDNR
29 Cuiver Island Access X L X MDC
30 Lock & Dam 25/Winfield Access X X X X X USACE
31 Cockrell Hollow Access-Batchtown X L X X USACE-outgrant
32 Foley Access X L X X USACE
33 Praire Pond Access X L X X USFWS
34 Mississippi River Access X L X X IDNR
35 B.K. Leach River Access X X X MDC
36 Hurricane Access X L X X USACE
37 Gilead Access X L X X USFWS
38 Norton Woods Access X L X X X MDC
39 Red’s Landing Access-slough X L X X X IDNR
40 Red’s Landing Access-river X X X IDNR
41 Paraire Slough Access X X MDC
42 Hamburg Ferry Access X X X X MDC
43 Rip Rap Landing Access X X X IDNR
44 Lock & Dam 24/ClarksvilleRiverfront X X X X X X USACE &City
45 Pleasant Hill Access X L X X X USACE
46 Silo Access X L X X X USACE
47 Calumet Creek Access X L X X MDC
48 Gosline Access X L X X X USACE
49 City of Louisiana X X X X X City of Louisiana
50 Two Rivers South Access X L USACE
51 Two River North Access X L X X USACE
52 Ted Shanks Horseshoe Lake Access X L X X X MDC
53 Ted Shanks Salt River Access X L X X MDC
54 Willow North Access X L X USACE
55 DuPont Public Access X L X X X MDC
56 Cincinnati Landing Access X L X USACE
57 Lock & Dam 22 X X USACE
58 Michael’s Landing Access X L X IDNR
59 Godar-Diamond Access X L X X IDNR
60 Hadley Landing Access X L X X IDNR
61 The Glades Access X L X IDNR
62 Fuller Lake Access X L X IDNR
63 Stump Lake Access X L X X IDNR
64 Blooms Landing Access X L USFWS
65 Dabbs Road Access X L X IDNR
66 Pere Marquestte State Park X L X X X X X X X IDNR
67 Lower Swan Lake Access X L X X X USFWS
68 Calhoun Wetlands Access X X X USFWS
69 Swan Lake Levee Access X X X USFWS
70 Gilbert Lake Access X X X USFWS
71 Silver Lake Access X L X X X IDNR
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Note:  L = Limited due to type, slope, elevation, and condition of ramp


